YMCB a great success against
the odds, leaving a rich legacy
behind

Over the past two years, the seven partners of the YMCB (Young Migrant
Capacity Building) pilot project created and delivered a pre-start
entrepreneurship support scheme for prospective young migrant
entrepreneurs.
Implemented in Belgium (Brussels), Austria (Vienna), Italy (Florence) and
the Netherlands (The Hague), around 120 prospective migrant
entrepreneurs registered online to beneﬁt from this combined training
and mentoring support. Despite the Covid-19 pandemic and the global
societal crisis, around 60 of them followed the YMCB support scheme,
which was quickly adapted to this challenging new situation, switching to
online formats.
At the end, around 20 businesses have been
created, in various sectors, most of them creating social value in
addition to economic growth.
Some need further support to create their business, and some to further
adapt, develop and sustain their newly created entity. For them and for
all those dreaming and willing to become entrepreneurs, a favourable
and inclusive ecosystem needs to be fostered, which requires tailormade programmes adapted to speciﬁc needs and proﬁles of the target
group. Therefore, all YMCB tools and materials, including
e-learning platform, training materials and digital vademecum for
trainers,
mentoring handbook and training materials for mentors
working document on ﬁnancial needs and guide on ﬁnancial
education for better access to ﬁnance for migrant and refugee
entrepreneurs,
remain available via the project website for further use
to all interested individuals and organisations. Moreover, we developed
fruitful cooperations at local but also European levels which resulted in
ongoing eﬀorts to capitalise on developed products, tools and

materials and building a powerful
entrepreneurship support eco-system.
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YMCB resources
Although the YMCB project has come
to an end, we are leave behind a rich
legacy of useful and innovative
tools and materials that can help
increase
the
entrepreneurial
capacities of many young migrants
wishing to create their businesses.
Divided into three main categories training, mentoring and access
to ﬁnance - they are accessible to
all, free-of-charge via the YMCB
website, kept alive until 2026.
They can be further disseminated,
used, replicated even partially,
as long as they are adapted to other
local
contexts and
entrepreneurs needs.
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NETWORKING DATABASE
The networking database is an easy-to-navigate tool providing
information to visitors on European organisations and projects working
with and supporting migrant entrepreneurship in various ways, collected
during YMCB implementation. You can search the database by sub-

categories based on the type of organisation/project, their activities and
services oﬀered.
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